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Distribution networks being created by
Asian gangs in communities.

Creation of legitimate businesses in the
U.S. to cover up smuggling, contraband and
money laundering.

Expedited truck inspections ‘‘to keep sub-
stantial backup of trucks from regularly oc-
curring.”

The cartels’ reach extends well beyond the
streets and people of Nuevo Laredo and the
border, however.

On Dec. 12, newly elected President Felipe
Calderon sent more than 6,500 troops to
Michoacan, where the Port of Lazaro
Cardenas is located, in an effort to get a han-
dle on the growing violence.

Calderon also transferred 10,000 troops
from the army and navy to the federal police
force on Dec. 13, the largest move against
narcotics traffickers since his predecessor,
former President Vicente Fox, sent nearly
1,000 troops to Nuevo Laredo to squelch a
drug war that has killed more than 3,000 peo-
ple across the country during the past two
years.

Calderon may have learned how deadly
dealing with the cartels can be. First Lady
Margarita Zavala, Calderon’s wife, lost her
cousin, Luis Felipe Zavala, on Dec. 12 when
gunmen open fired on his SUV in Mexico
City.

According to DEA intelligence officials,
Zavala’s assassination was retaliation for
Calderon’s promise to take down Mexico’s
drug kingpins. “It was an assassination of
opportunity,” said one DEA intelligence offi-
cial who requested anonymity. *“... It was di-

rectly related to Calderon’s move into
Michoacan.”
However, Mexico’s attorney general,

Eduardo Medina Mora, told reporters the in-
cident was a coincidence.

“There is at this time no indication ... that
would suggest or make us guess that this un-
fortunate event was related to the Mexican
government’s efforts against organized
crime,” he told reporters at a press con-
ference a day after the killing.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, the De-
partment of Homeland Security has tried to
beef up security along the border. Officials
say new technologies radiation portal mon-
itors, hand-held radiation detectors and X-
ray machines assist front-line agents in de-
tecting dangerous materials that may be in
trucks at ports of entry.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
spokesman Pat Jones said striking a balance
between increased traffic and inspections is
challenging. New programs implemented by
the Department of Homeland Security have
assisted in better checks at ports of entries
along the southwest border, he said.

“It may be possible to improve the flow of
legitimate trade and improve security,”
Jones said. ‘“‘Prior to 9/11, the thought was
that if you improve security, you’re going to
slow down cargo trade. We’ve learned that if
you actually could identify and separate the
risk-free cargo, the flow of cargo could be ex-
pedited.”

But once the illegal cargo finds its way
into the U.S., there’s little law enforcement
can do.

Laredo police can barely keep up with the
violence spilling into their community from
their sister city across the border. Sheriff
Flores said growing violence and corruption
in Mexico is spilling into the U.S. and be-
coming increasingly difficult to manage.

““The cartels have more power, money and
weaponry than we do,”” he said. ‘‘The cartels
know how to get their narcotics across the
(World Trade) bridge. They’re not afraid to
lose some of their loads; they expect it. The
risk is worth it because the possibility of
getting caught is minimal, at best.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

THE IRAQ WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers, tonight the President of the
United States will address a joint ses-
sion of Congress to offer his assessment
of the state of the Union. He is ex-
pected to spend a lot of time talking
about domestic issues and will report-
edly spend some time on the war on
terror. However, very little, if any, of
his State of the Union address will dis-
cuss the war in Iraq.

Ladies and gentlemen, the President
of the United States has bungled the
management of this war, and he cer-
tainly needs to explain further why he
feels that escalation will suddenly turn
the situation in Iraq around. The re-
ality is that escalation will not bring
us success. The President pushed for-
ward against the advice of many Mem-
bers of Congress, the joint chiefs of
staff, and many experts in and outside
of government. Even the Iraqi Prime
Minister did not want more U.S. troops
sent to his country.

Since Friday, January 19, 2007, 27
members of our armed services have
died in Iraq. These deaths bring the
total number of U.S. servicemembers
that have died in Iraq since the war in
Iraq began to 3,029. More than 22,000
others have been seriously injured.

The insurgent attacks against the
United States military have become
more and more brazen. In one of the at-
tacks over the past weekend, insur-
gents wore uniforms that looked like
official U.S. uniforms and used vehicles
that the U.S. and Iraqi officials use.
According to press accounts, Iraqi
guards at a government compound al-
lowed several vehicles traveling in a
caravan through checkpoints because
they were wearing what appeared to be
legitimate U.S. military uniforms and
driving cars commonly used by for-
eigners. Once the insurgents were in-
side the compound, they attacked and
killed five of our troops. Witnesses say
that the attackers targeted only U.S.
servicemembers and not the Iraqis who
were in the room. Elsewhere in Iraq, 12
Americans were Kkilled when their
Blackhawk helicopter was attacked,
and 10 others were killed in fire fights
with insurgents.

Mr. Speaker, Iraq is in a civil war.
The level of violence is growing each
day, and increasingly our troops are
caught in the middle of it. By adding
more troops, as the President plans to
do, we will only increase the risk of
more U.S. deaths and injuries.

Nearly everyone agrees that the war
will not be won through military
means. Instead, there is general agree-
ment that stability in Iraq and the
Middle East will only come about
through intense diplomatic efforts.

The President’s Iraq policy has
failed. Sending more troops to Iraq will
only make the situation worse. As the
saying goes: when you find yourself in
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a hole, stop digging. Mr. President, I
would urge you to stop digging and
bring our troops home.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is what
bothers me about what is happening in
Iraq. Our military, our troops don’t
know a Sunni from a Shiite from a
Kurd. They are with Iraqi soldiers who
don’t like them oftentimes, who desert
us when there is a confrontation, and
who undermine us. There are those who
believe that the way that the insur-
gents got into the compound was they
were allowed in there by Iraqi soldiers.

How can we win in the middle of a
civil war? We can’t win. It is time for
the President of the United States to
come up with a reasonable exit plan.
We have not asked, and nobody is say-
ing, Quick withdrawal. Withdrawal in
24 hours. Some would make you believe
we are saying that, but we are not. We
are talking about a well thought
through reasonable plan for getting out
of Iraq. Some people would like to say,
Oh, if you don’t continue to support
the President’s request for additional
funds, that you are deserting the sol-
diers. Not so.

And the Members of this Congress
have got to have the courage to stand
up and explain the difference between
the sound bites and what those on the
opposite side of this issue would de-
scribe as our efforts of getting the sol-
diers out and the truth. The truth of
the matter is we all know there is
enough money in the pipeline to
credibly come out of Iraq in a timely
way.

——————

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, In accord-
ance with clause 2 of rule Xl of the Rules of
the House, | respectfully submit the rules of
the Committee on Armed Services for printing
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. On January
10, 2007, the Committee on Armed Services
adopted by a unanimous vote, a quorum being
present, the following rules:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED
SERVICES, 110TH CONGRESS
RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The Rules of the House of Representatives
are the rules of the Committee on Armed
Services (hereinafter referred to in these
rules as the ‘‘Committee’) and its sub-
committees so far as applicable.

RULE 2. FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

(a) The Committee shall meet every
Wednesday at 10 a.m., when the House of
Representatives is in session, and at such
other times as may be fixed by the Chairman
of the Committee (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Chairman’’), or by written request of
members of the Committee pursuant to
clause 2(c) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with by the Chairman, but
such action may be reversed by a written re-
quest of a majority of the members of the
Committee.
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RULE 3. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report
to the Committee on all matters referred to
it. Insofar as possible, meetings of the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees shall not con-
flict. A subcommittee Chairman shall set
meeting dates after consultation with the
Chairman, other subcommittee Chairmen,
and the Ranking Minority Member of the
subcommittee with a view toward avoiding,
whenever possible, simultaneous scheduling
of committee and subcommittee meetings or
hearings.

RULE 4. JURISDICTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Jurisdiction

(1) The Committee retains jurisdiction of
all subjects listed in clause 1 (¢) of rule X of
the Rules of the House of Representatives
and retains exclusive jurisdiction for: de-
fense policy generally, ongoing military op-
erations, the organization and reform of the
Department of Defense and Department of
Energy, counter-drug programs, acquisition
and industrial base policy, technology trans-
fer and export controls, joint interoper-
ability, the Cooperative Threat Reduction
program, Department of Energy non-
proliferation programs, and detainee affairs
and policy. While subcommittees are pro-
vided jurisdictional responsibilities in sub-
paragraph (2), the Committee retains the
right to exercise oversight and legislative ju-
risdiction over all subjects within its pur-
view under rule X of the Rules of the House
of Representatives.

(2) The Committee shall be organized to
consist of seven standing subcommittees
with the following jurisdictions:

Subcommittee on Air and Land Forces: All
Army and Air Force acquisition programs
(except strategic missiles, special operations
and information technology programs). In
addition, the subcommittee will be respon-
sible for deep strike bombers and related sys-
tems, National Guard and Army and Air
Force reserve modernization, and ammuni-
tion programs.

Subcommittee on Readiness: Military
readiness, training, logistics and mainte-
nance issues and programs. In addition, the
subcommittee will be responsible for all
military construction, installations and fam-
ily housing issues, including the base closure
process.

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Unconven-
tional Threats and Capabilities: Department
of Defense counter-proliferation and
counter-terrorism programs and initiatives.
In addition, the subcommittee will be re-
sponsible for Special Operations Forces;
science and technology policy, including the
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
and information technology programs; force
protection policy and oversight; homeland
defense and consequence management pro-
grams within the committee’s jurisdiction;
and related intelligence support.

Subcommittee on Military Personnel: Mili-
tary personnel policy, reserve component in-
tegration and employment issues, military
health care, military education and POW/
MIA issues. In addition, the subcommittee
will be responsible for Morale, Welfare and
Recreation issues and programs.

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces: Stra-
tegic Forces (except deep strike systems),
space programs, ballistic missile defense, in-
telligence policy and national programs and
Department of Energy national security pro-
grams (except non-proliferation programs).

Subcommittee on Seapower and Expedi-
tionary Forces: Navy and Marine Corps pro-
grams (except strategic weapons, space, spe-
cial operations and information technology
programs) and Naval Reserve equipment. In
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addition, the subcommittee will be respon-
sible for Maritime programs under the juris-
diction of the Committee as delineated in
rule X, clauses 5, 6, and 9 of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions: Any matter within the jurisdiction of
the Committee, subject to the concurrence of
the Chairman of the Committee and, as ap-
propriate, affected subcommittee chairmen.
The subcommittee shall have no legislative
jurisdiction.

(b) Membership of the Subcommittees

(1) Subcommittee memberships, with the
exception of membership on the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations,
shall be filled in accordance with the rules of
the Majority party’s caucus and the Minor-
ity party’s conference, respectively.

(2) The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigations shall be filled in accord-
ance with the rules of the Majority party’s
caucus and the Minority party’s conference,
respectively. Consistent with the party ra-
tios established by the Majority party, all
other Majority members of the sub-
committee shall be appointed by the Chair-
man of the Committee, and all other Minor-
ity members shall be appointed by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee.

RULE 5. COMMITTEE PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) Committee Panels

(1) The Chairman may designate a panel of
the Committee consisting of members of the
Committee to inquire into and take testi-
mony on a matter or matters that fall with-
in the jurisdiction of more than one sub-
committee and to report to the Committee.

(2) No panel appointed by the Chairman
shall continue in existence for more than six
months after the appointment. A panel so
appointed may, upon the expiration of six
months, be reappointed by the Chairman for
a period of time which is not to exceed six
months.

(3) Consistent with the party ratios estab-
lished by the Majority party, all Majority
members of the panels shall be appointed by
the Chairman of the Committee, and all Mi-
nority members shall be appointed by the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee. The Chairman of the Committee
shall choose one of the Majority members so
appointed who does not currently chair an-
other subcommittee of the Committee to
serve as Chairman of the panel. The Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee shall
similarly choose the Ranking Minority
Member of the panel.

(4) No panel shall have legislative jurisdic-
tion.

(b) Committee and Subcommittee Task
Forces

(1) The Chairman of the Committee, or a
Chairman of a subcommittee with the con-
currence of the Chairman of the Committee,
may designate a task force to inquire into
and take testimony on a matter that falls
within the jurisdiction of the Committee or
subcommittee, respectively. The Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall each appoint
an equal number of members to the task
force. The Chairman of the Committee or
subcommittee shall choose one of the mem-
bers so appointed, who does not currently
chair another subcommittee of the Com-
mittee, to serve as Chairman of the task
force. The Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee or subcommittee shall similarly
appoint the Ranking Minority Member of the
task force.

(2) No task force appointed by the Chair-
man of the Committee or subcommittee
shall continue in existence for more than
three months. A task force may only be re-
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appointed for an additional three months
with the written concurrence of the Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee or subcommittee whose Chair-
man appointed the task force.

(3) No task force shall have legislative ju-
risdiction.

RULE 6. REFERENCE AND CONSIDERATION OF

LEGISLATION

(a) The Chairman shall refer legislation
and other matters to the appropriate sub-
committee or to the full Committee.

(b) Legislation shall be taken up for a
hearing or markup only when called by the
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as appropriate, or by a majority
of those present and voting.

(c) The Chairman, with approval of a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee,
shall have authority to discharge a sub-
committee from consideration of any meas-
ure or matter referred thereto and have such
measure or matter considered by the Com-
mittee.

(d) Reports and recommendations of a sub-
committee may not be considered by the
Committee until after the intervention of
three calendar days from the time the report
is approved by the subcommittee and avail-
able to the members of the Committee, ex-
cept that this rule may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee.

RULE 7. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

AND MEETINGS

Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Chairman of the Committee, or of any sub-
committee, panel, or task force shall make
public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing before that
body at least one week before the commence-
ment of the hearing. However, if the Chair-
man of the Committee, or of any sub-
committee, panel, or task force, with the
concurrence of the respective Ranking Mi-
nority Member, detennines that there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if
the Committee, subcommittee, panel, or
task force so determines by majority vote, a
quorum being present for the transaction of
business, such chairman shall make the an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date.
Any announcement made under this rule
shall be promptly published in the Daily Di-
gest, promptly entered into the committee
scheduling service of the House Information
Resources, and promptly posted to the inter-
net web page maintained by the Committee.

RULE 8. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall apply to the
Committee.

RULE 9. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

(a) Each hearing and meeting for the trans-
action of business, including the markup of
legislation, conducted by the Committee, or
any subcommittee, panel, or task force, to
the extent that the respective body is au-
thorized to conduct markups, shall be open
to the public except when the Committee,
subcommittee, panel, or task force in open
session and with a majority being present,
determines by record vote that all or part of
the remainder of that hearing or meeting on
that day shall be in executive session be-
cause disclosure of testimony, evidence, or
other matters to be considered would endan-
ger the national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or
would violate any law or rule of the House of
Representatives. Notwithstanding the re-
quirements of the preceding sentence, a ma-
jority of those present, there being in at-
tendance no fewer than two members of the
Committee, subcommittee, panel, or task
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force may vote to close a hearing or meeting
for the sole purpose of discussing whether
testimony or evidence to be received would
endanger the national security, would com-
promise sensitive law enforcement informa-
tion, or would violate any law or rule of the
House of Representatives. If the decision is
to proceed in executive session, the vote
must be by record vote and in open session,
a majority of the Committee, subcommittee,
panel, or task force being present.

(b) Whenever it is asserted by a member of
the committee or subcommittee that the
evidence or testimony at a hearing may tend
to defame, degrade, or incriminate any per-
son, or it is asserted by a witness that the
evidence or testimony that the witness
would give at a hearing may tend to defame,
degrade, or incriminate the witness, not-
withstanding the requirements of (a) and the
provisions of clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, such
evidence or testimony shall be presented in
executive session, if by a majority vote of
those present, there being in attendance no
fewer than two members of the Committee
or subcommittee, the Committee or sub-
committee determines that such evidence
may tend to defame, degrade or incriminate
any person. A majority of those present,
there being in attendance no fewer than two
members of the Committee or subcommittee
may also vote to close the hearing or meet-
ing for the sole purpose of discussing wheth-
er evidence or testimony to be received
would tend to defame, degrade or incrimi-
nate any person. The Committee or sub-
committee shall proceed to receive such tes-
timony in open session only if the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, a majority being
present, determines that such evidence or
testimony will not tend to defame, degrade
or incriminate any person.

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, and
with the approval of the Chairman, each
member of the Committee may designate by
letter to the Chairman, only one member of
that member’s personal staff, which may in-
clude fellows, with Top Secret security
clearance to attend hearings of the Com-
mittee, or that member’s subcommittee(s),
panel(s), or task force(s) (excluding briefings
or meetings held under the provisions of
committee rule 9(a)), which have been closed
under the provisions of rule 9(a) above for
national security purposes for the taking of
testimony. The attendance of such a staff
member or fellow at such hearings is subject
to the approval of the Committee, sub-
committee, panel, or task force as dictated
by national security requirements at that
time. The attainment of any required secu-
rity clearances is the responsibility of indi-
vidual members of the Committee.

(d) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
no Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing
of the Committee or a subcommittee, unless
the House of Representatives shall by major-
ity vote authorize the Committee or sub-
committee, for purposes of a particular se-
ries of hearings on a particular article of leg-
islation or on a particular subject of inves-
tigation, to close its hearings to Members,
Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner
by the same procedures designated in this
rule for closing hearings to the public.

(e) The Committee or the subcommittee
may vote, by the same procedure, to meet in
executive session for up to five additional
consecutive days of hearings.

RULE 10. QUORUM

(a) For purposes of taking testimony and
receiving evidence, two members shall con-
stitute a quorum.
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(b) One-third of the members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a
quorum for taking any action, with the fol-
lowing exceptions, in which case a majority
of the Committee or subcommittee shall
constitute a quorum:

(1) Reporting a measure or recommenda-
tion;

(2) Closing committee or subcommittee
meetings and hearings to the public;

(3) Authorizing the issuance of subpoenas;

(4) Authorizing the use of executive session
material; and

(5) Voting to proceed in open session after
voting to close to discuss whether evidence
or testimony to be received would tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person.

(c) No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee is actually
present.

RULE 11. THE FIVE-MINUTE RULE

(a) The time anyone member may address
the Committee or subcommittee on any
measure or matter under consideration shall
not exceed five minutes and then only when
the member has been recognized by the
Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as ap-
propriate, except that this time limit may be
exceeded by unanimous consent. Any mem-
ber, upon request, shall be recognized for not
more than five minutes to address the Com-
mittee or subcommittee on behalf of an
amendment which the member has offered to
any pending bill or resolution. The five-
minute limitation shall not apply to the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee or subcommittee.

(b)(1) Members who are present at a hear-
ing of the Committee or subcommittee when
a hearing is originally convened shall be rec-
ognized by the Chairman or subcommittee
chairman, as appropriate, in order of senior-
ity. Those members arriving subsequently
shall be recognized in order of their arrival.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Chair-
man and the Ranking Minority Member will
take precedence upon their arrival. In recog-
nizing members to question witnesses in this
fashion, the Chairman shall take into consid-
eration the ratio of the Majority to Minority
members present and shall establish the
order of recognition for questioning in such
a manner as not to disadvantage the mem-
bers of either party.

(2) The Chairman of the Committee or a
subcommittee, with the concurrence of the
respective Ranking Minority Member, may
depart with the regular order for questioning
which is specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this rule provided that such a decision is an-
nounced prior to the hearing or prior to the
opening statements of the witnesses and that
any such departure applies equally to the
Majority and the Minority.

(c) No person other than a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner of Congress
and committee staff may be seated in or be-
hind the dais area during Committee, sub-
committee, panel, or task force hearings and
meetings.

RULE 12. POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA

POWER

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of
its functions and duties under rules X and XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Committee and any subcommittee is au-
thorized (subject to subparagraph (b)(1) of
this paragraph):

(1) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States, whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned,
and to hold hearings, and

(2) to require by subpoena, or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
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pers and documents, including, but not lim-
ited to, those in electronic form, as it con-
siders necessary.

(b) (1) A subpoena may be authorized and
issued by the Committee, or any sub-
committee with the concurrence of the full
Committee Chairman and after consultation
with the Ranking Member of the Committee,
under subparagraph (a)(2) in the conduct of
any investigation, or series of investigations
or activities, only when authorized by a ma-
jority of the members voting, a majority of
the Committee or subcommittee being
present. Authorized subpoenas shall be
signed only by the Chairman, or by any
member designated by the Committee.

(2) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
compliance with any subpoena issued by the
Committee or any subcommittee under sub-
paragraph (a)(2) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House of Rep-
resentatives.

RULE 13: WITNESS STATEMENTS

(a) Any prepared statement to be presented
by a witness to the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be submitted to the Com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 48 hours in
advance of presentation and shall be distrib-
uted to all members of the Committee or
subcommittee as soon as practicable but not
less than 24 hours in advance of presen-
tation. A copy of any such prepared state-
ment shall also be submitted to the Com-
mittee in electronic form. If a prepared
statement contains national security infor-
mation bearing a classification of secret or
higher, the statement shall be made avail-
able in the Committee rooms to all members
of the Committee or subcommittee as soon
as practicable but not less than 24 hours in
advance of presentation; however, no such
statement shall be removed from the Com-
mittee offices. The requirement of this rule
may be waived by a majority vote of the
Committee or subcommittee, a quorum
being present. In cases where a witness does
not submit a statement by the time required
under this rule, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as appropriate,
with the concurrence of the respective Rank-
ing Minority Member, may elect to exclude
the witness from the hearing.

(b) The Committee and each subcommittee
shall require each witness who is to appear
before it to file with the Committee in ad-
vance of his or her appearance a written
statement of the proposed testimony and to
limit the oral presentation at such appear-
ance to a brief summary of the submitted
written statement.

RULE 14. ADMINISTERING OATHS TO WITNESSES

(a) The Chairman, or any member des-
ignated by the Chairman, may administer
oaths to any witness.

(b) Witnesses, when sworn, shall subscribe
to the following oath: ‘“Do you solemnly
swear (or affirm) that the testimony you will
give Dbefore this Committee (or sub-
committee) in the matters now under consid-
eration will be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help you
God?”.

RULE 15. QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

(a) When a witness is before the Committee
or a subcommittee, members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee may put questions
to the witness only when recognized by the
Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as ap-
propriate, for that purpose according to Rule
11 of the Committee.

(b) Members of the Committee or sub-
committee who so desire shall have not more
than five minutes to question each witness
or panel of witnesses, the responses of the
witness or witnesses being included in the
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five-minute period, until such time as each
member has had an opportunity to question
each witness or panel of witnesses. There-
after, additional rounds for questioning wit-
nesses by members are within the discretion
of the Chairman or subcommittee chairman,
as appropriate.

(c) Questions put to witnesses before the
Committee or subcommittee shall be perti-
nent to the measure or matter that may be
before the Committee or subcommittee for
consideration.

RULE 16. PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS
AND MARKUPS

The transcripts of those hearings and
mark-ups conducted by the Committee, sub-
committee, or panel will be published offi-
cially in verbatim form, with the material
requested for the record inserted at that
place requested, or at the end of the record,
as appropriate. Any requests to correct any
errors, other than those in transcription, or
disputed errors in transcription, will be ap-
pended to the record, and the appropriate
place where the change is requested will be
footnoted. Any transcript published under
this rule shall include the results of record
votes conducted in the session covered by
the transcript and shall also include mate-
rials that have been submitted for the record
and are covered under Rule 19. The handling
and safekeeping of these materials shall
fully satisfy the requirements of Rule 20. No
transcript of an executive session conducted
under Rule 9 shall be published under this
rule.

RULE 17. VOTING AND ROLLCALLS

(a) Voting on a measure or matter may be
by record vote, division vote, voice vote, or
unanimous consent.

(b) A record vote shall be ordered upon the
request of one-fifth of those members
present.

(c) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee with respect to
any measure or matter shall be cast by
proxy.

(d) In the event of a vote or votes, when a
member is in attendance at any other com-
mittee, subcommittee, or conference com-
mittee meeting during that time, the nec-
essary absence of that member shall be so
noted in the record vote record, upon timely
notification to the Chairman by that mem-
ber.

(e) The Chairman of the Committee or a
subcommittee, as appropriate, with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member or
the most senior Minority member who is
present at the time, may elect to postpone
requested record votes until such time or
point at a mark-up as is mutually decided.
When proceedings resume on a postponed
question, notwithstanding any intervening
order for the previous question, the under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to fur-
ther debate or amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 18. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) If, at the time of approval of any meas-
ure or matter by the Committee, any mem-
ber of the Committee gives timely notice of
intention to file supplemental, Minority, ad-
ditional or dissenting views, that member
shall be entitled to not less than two cal-
endar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays except when the House is
in session on such days) in which to file such
views, in writing and signed by that member,
with the staff director of the Committee. All
such views so filed by one or more members
of the Committee shall be included within,
and shall be a part of, the report filed by the
Committee with respect to that measure or
matter.

(b) With respect to each record vote on a
motion to report any measure or matter, and
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on any amendment offered to the measure or
matter, the total number of votes cast for
and against, the names of those voting for
and against, and a brief description of the
question, shall be included in the committee
report on the measure or matter.

RULE 19. PUBLIC INSPECTION OF COMMITTEE
ROLLCALLS

The result of each record vote in any meet-
ing of the Committee shall be made available
by the Committee for inspection by the pub-
lic at reasonable times in the offices of the
Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition and the names of those members
present but not voting.

RULE 20. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY
INFORMATION

(a) Except as provided in clause 2(g) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, all national security informa-
tion bearing a classification of secret or
higher which has been received by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall be deemed to
have been received in executive session and
shall be given appropriate safekeeping.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee shall,
with the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee, establish such procedures as in his
judgment may be necessary to prevent the
unauthorized disclosure of any national se-
curity information received classified as se-
cret or higher. Such procedures shall, how-
ever, ensure access to this information by
any member of the Committee or any other
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the House of Representatives, staff
of the Committee, or staff designated under
Rule 9( ¢) who have the appropriate security
clearances and the need to know, who has re-
quested the opportunity to review such ma-
terial.

RULE 21. COMMITTEE STAFFING

The staffing of the Committee, the stand-
ing subcommittees, and any panel or task
force designated by the Chairman or chair-
men of the subcommittees shall be subject to
the rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 22. COMMITTEE RECORDS

The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chairman
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of rule VII, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of
the Committee.

RULE 23. HEARING PROCEDURES

Clause 2(k) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall apply to the
Committee.

———————

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for half
the time remaining before 5 p.m. as the
designee of the majority leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to address the House, and I
can share with you on this day of the
State of the Union we all look forward
to hearing what the President/Com-
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mander in Chief has to share not only
with the country but the world, and we
hope that he will bring words of wis-
dom and unity to the House floor. This
will be the President’s seventh oppor-
tunity coming to the floor to share
with us the needs of the Nation. And I
hope that he speaks on behalf of the
entire Nation.

As you know, the 30-Something
Working Group has been coming to the
floor for the last 3 years sharing with
the Members about what was going on
under the Capitol dome and what
wasn’t going on under the Capitol
dome. And we come today in the spirit
of bipartisanship, Mr. Speaker, and I
would also like to continue to high-
light bipartisanship, because that is
what the American people have called
for and that is what we have delivered.

And when I say ‘‘we,” I am saying a
majority of the Members of the House
of Representatives, and you can sprin-
kle in some Republican votes in
achieving that. And I am glad that on
a number of votes as relates to the
Medicare prescription drug price nego-
tiating, all Democrats on the floor
voted for that, 24 Republicans voted for
it, too. They voted with their constitu-
ents.

The Stem Cell Research Enhance-
ment Act, just about all the Democrats
on the floor voting on behalf, 216 with
37 Republicans joining us on that vote,
it was 2563, which is a good majority of
the House voting in the affirmative.
That is bipartisan.

The Fair Minimum Wage Act, Mr.
Speaker, that passed on January 10,
which was a recorded vote, there were
315 yeas in the affirmative, all Demo-
crats on the floor at that time voted
for it, 82 Republicans joined Democrats
in voting on that bill together, Mr.

Speaker.
Again, in the implementation of the
9/11 Commission recommendations,

which we all know, Mr. Speaker, was a
bipartisan piece of work by individuals
that were appointed by the President,
the leadership, and the House and Sen-
ate at that time, with two bipartisan
chairmen, one Republican and the vice
chair was Democrat, all Democrats on
the floor voted, 231, and 68 Republicans.
That brought that vote to 299.

I think it is important, Mr. Speaker,
as we continue to move on and as we
look at the student loan vote, as we
look at a number of the votes that
have come here to the floor, a great
vote today as relates to pensions for
those that step out of the line, Mem-
bers of the House that step out of line
and Members of the Senate, that their
pensions will be on the line. Not one
vote against that measure.

In that spirit, I know, on behalf of
the Democratic side of the aisle, the
Speaker, majority leader, Democratic
whip, the chairman of our caucus, the
vice chair of our caucus, and other
elected leadership within the Demo-
cratic Caucus are looking to continue
this bipartisan spirit that we have
adopted here.
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